Zakat - Charity

Book #3 IWDM Chapter Six Establishing Model Communities in America
Zakat, charity third principle
The third of these practices is charity. Another strong principle of the Christians, charity. They don’t call it charity though they call it Christ love and what was Christ Love? It was feeling the hunger of the hungry person, feeling the misery of the person in misery and trying to do something about it to take them into a better condition. The good Samaritan the Gospel we know that Christ condemned those who saw the man suffering in the road and walked on the other side, some of them so they wouldn’t have to see him up close, wouldn’t be on their conscience too much, they took the other side of the road.

And those who walked on that side of the road where the person was suffering they would just pass by him, so Jesus saw a Samaritan stop and gave attention to that person and that’s where the name good Samaritan comes from. Jesus acknowledged the good Samaritan and condemned those who passed by that suffering person or went the way so they wouldn’t have to see that suffering person.

Q. 9.103; Take charity to purify them Of their goods take alms that so thou mightiest purify and sanctify them; and pray on their behalf.
Q. 76.8-9; Give only for Allah’s pleasure 8. And they feed for the love of Allah the indigent the orphan and the captive 9. Saying) “We feed you for the sake of Allah alone: No Reward do we desire from you nor thanks.

So you would say that was charity but that is a charity that’s required by a heart that is human, compassionate, a loving heart, that’s what the Christians call it love, we call it zakat, the term is zakat. And its translated charity in English but its called zakat in the Qur’anic Arabic language its called zakat. So our third principle is zakat which is charity but not just charity because G-d says “don’t give so that you make a person feel indebted to you and don’t give to become popular, I give I’m popular, I’m known to help people” but give to become purified so that you purge your own life of stinginess, of greed of apathy.
Zakat and Sadaqah are both forms of charity in Islam, but Zakat is mandatory while Sadaqah is voluntary. Both are acts of kindness that benefit the community and those in need. 

Zakat
· An obligatory donation that is one of the Five Pillars of Islam 
· Must be paid once a year by Muslims who meet certain financial requirements 
· A set amount of 2.5% of a Muslim's surplus wealth 
· Must be given to specific people as listed in the Quran 
· Includes wealth such as gold, silver, crops, fruits, trade goods, and livestock 
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Sadaqah
· A voluntary charity or act of kindness 
· Can be given in any amount and at any time of the year 
· Can be given in many forms, including financial contributions, acts of service, or sharing knowledge 
· Can be given to anyone at any time 
· Can be any amount or anything, including a material object 


Both Zakat and Sadaqah can increase closeness to Allah and purify a Muslim's wealth. 
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